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The Laurel News and Notes
Newsletter of The Women’s Club of Madison Member of General Federation of Women’s Club of Connecticut, Inc 
October 2023
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The next meeting of the Women’s Club of Madison will be held on Tuesday, October 10, 2023, 6:30 p.m., at the Madison Senior Center.  New Member Installation will take place. The program will feature a speaker from The Prudence Crandall House.
Board Meetings will continue to be held via Zoom on the third Monday of each month at 5:30 p.m. Watch for emails from President Lynne Sarro. Remember to send Lynne any agenda items or committee information for both the Membership and Board Meetings.  Lynne’s email address is lynnesarro@gmail.com.
If you have information for the newsletter, please email me at patriciathal@aim.com.
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Message from CFWC/CT President, Kathy DeBurra
Greetings ALL!

Thank you to all that could attend the New England Region Conference this past September 22-24, 2023 in Rocky Hill! The theme was "The Greatest Show in Connecticut!" I think we did a very good job of making that ring true! Attached please find the Fall Conference Call in an absolutely beautiful area that should ring Autumn beauty on our date in Harwinton-Saturday, October 28, 2023! I have been updating the FB page with as many photos as I could of the NERC Conference so try and take a look if you can! Thank you to everyone who helped in so many ways! See you at the Fall Conference! Thank you for all you do and you are so appreciated!!
Katherine DeBurra; State President; GFWC/CT 2022-2024

Check out the photos from the NERC posted on Facebook.
The Call for the Fall Conference is attached to this newsletter.
The National Day of Service is September 30, 2023. The Women’s Club of Madison will be collecting peanut butter and jelly at the Madison Stop and Shop.
October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 
To stay up to date on the latest GFWC news, sign up for GFWC News and Notes at GFWC.org under News and Publications.
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Food Pantry – Both Donna Dougherty and Phyllis Denton volunteer at the Food Pantry every Wednesday. You may bring your donations of peanut butter and jelly to the General Membership Meetings or drop off your donations at Phyllis’ house, 8 Runnymead Lane.  
Thank you to Donna and Phyllis for bringing in the donations and thank you to all members who have donated!
The Food Pantry needs help. Please contact 203-245-3031 for more information on how to volunteer.
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Book Club - If you are interested in joining the Book Club or have any suggestions for future books, please contact Josephine Mokriski.  She may be contacted at either josephinemokriski@hotmail.com or at 203-245-0706.  
The following is the list of books for the coming year:
· November 15 – Billy Summers by Stephen King (Not Scary)
· January 17 – Homecoming by Kate Morton
· March 20 – The House is on Fire by Rachel Beanland
· May 15 – The Act of Oblivion by Robert Harris
· July 17 – People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks
The Club meets the third Wednesday of the month. This year we are going back to meeting at a member’s home. The Hostess will supply eating utensils and wine. Members are asked to bring snacks.
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If you know of a member who is ill, in need of a bit of cheer, or is celebrating a special event, please contact Sue Hermonat, Corresponding Secretary.  She will send a card from the Club, letting our member know that we are all thinking about her. Sue’s email address is shermo1981@att.net.
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Attention All Walkers –  Sweater weather has arrived...the air is cool and crisp...time to get outside and enjoy the beautiful Autumn.  Our Walking Group meets Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday at 9:00 a.m. at East Wharf and Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. at Hammonasset Park. Contact Barbara DeRosa for details.
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Knitting Club – Anyone interested in knitting or crocheting afghan squares may contact either Barbara DeRosa or Denise Daly for instructions. Barbara’s email address is dderosa73@comcast.net or call her at 203-245-6063. Denise’s email address is ddaly524@gmail.com or call her at 203-458-3309.  Thank you to Barbara, Denise, and all the Knitters!
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Website – Check out our website at:  https://womensclubmadisonct.com.  Denise Rose is doing a great job keeping the website updated. She is including a newsletter section,  snippets from meetings regarding upcoming events, news from the State GFWC, information about the book clubs, etc. Thank you Denise.
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St. Jude Fund - Josephine Mokriski continues to collect money for the St. Jude Fund. She will be collecting at the meetings. If you would like to make a contribution, and are unable to attend the meeting, please contact Josephine at either 203-245-0706 or email her at josephinemokriski@hotmail.com . Thank you Josephine!
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Gail Lennox is collecting empty plastic prescription bottles for Doctor’s Without Borders. Please remove the labels from the bottle prior to giving them to Gail. Bottles may be brought to the meetings or contact Gail for drop off information. These containers are not recyclable so here is a way to put them to good use. Thank you Gail!
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Pat Sangster is collecting tabs from soda and beer cans – just the tab, not the whole can or top. Please start collecting them. They will be donated to the Ronald McDonald House in New Haven. Please bring the tabs to a meeting or contact Pat Sangster. Ronald McDonald house will receive all of the recycling money. Thank you Pat!
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We will be doing Trunk or Treat this year. If you would like to donate candy, please bring it to the October meeting. If you are not attending the meeting, please contact Donna Farrell for drop off information. Donna will provide more information at the October meeting. Thanks Donna!
This year’s theme is The Circus!
[image: image18.png]



October Dates to Remember:
October 10, 2023 – General Membership Meetings
October 16, 2023 -  Board Meeting
October 28, 2023 – Fall Confrence
October 31, 2023 – Halloween – Truck or Treat
Just for Fun:
October 5, 2023 – Do Something Nice Day
October 14, 2023 – National Dessert Day
October 24, 2023 – United Nations Day
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General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Connecticut, Inc. 
OFFICIAL CALL TO GFWC/FALL CONFERENCE
Saturday, October 28, 2023
Katherine DeBurra, State President; GFWC/CT 2022-2024
President’s  Theme: 
 Individually we are one wave, together we are an ocean!
    Fall Conference will be held at the Fairview Farm Golf Club 
in beautiful and quaint Harwinton CT. The Fall colors should be very pretty! 
300 Hill Road 
Harwinton, CT   06791
ALL GFWC/CT MEMBERS ARE WELCOME AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND THE MEETING!
GFWC/CT Executive Board Members, Club Presidents, Chairmen of GFWC/CT Committees, Members of GFWC/CT Standing Committees, Community Service Program Chairmen, Past State Presidents, District Presidents, Assistant District Presidents, and State Officers.
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As October quickly approaches, please remember that in October we honor and focus on the GFWC Signature Program: Domestic and Sexual Violence Awareness and Prevention. The program aims to increase awareness of and help prevent the widespread occurrence of violence against women in communities across the nation and the world.
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The 4th week of the month of October 22-29, 2023 is:  
GFWC’s Advocates for Children week.
Donna Recknagel; Advocates for Children GFWC/CT Chairman 2022-2024 will be doing a project suggested @ New England Region Conference with children’s socks. If you are so inclined to join in doing the project bring a pair of children’s socks as it’s fun easy craft to give to children and will bring a smile to all of us! 
Donna Farrell; Convention Chairman loves the Fall Season and asked if we could encourage the wearing of some beautiful Fall colors. 
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If you are so inclined to wear an outfit of beautiful Fall colors you may be recognized!
9:30-10:00 am          Registration; Pam Lerner; Assistant Treasurer  
10:00 am                 
Call to Order
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Welcome
Introduction of Guests 



Officers Reports 
10:45 am                    Speaker Program – To honor our CSP of the Environment. “Bee 
Keeping” with Kay Lamy; Member of the Thomaston Woman’s Club and Innkeeper of the Plume House in Thomaston will present a program glimpse into Beekeeping. It is a fascinating and rewarding hobby. Harvesting honey is in an incredible experience and the honey can be a delicious, nutritious and healthy plus! Check out the website for photos of the honey made and served at the Inn.  https://www.plumehouseinn.com/
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12:00 pm

Lunch and Friendship time. 
              Butternut Squash Soup- “BEE” A “SOUPER MEMBER!” 
Luncheon Buffet: Chicken Piccata, Baked Cod, Pot Roast, Potatoes, Vegetables, Rolls & Dessert. 
1:00 pm
JoAnn Calnen; New England Region Leadership Committee Chairman; Leadership Presentation 
 1:30 pm.

Beverly Regan; Memorial Scholarship Chairman 
 2:00 pm. 

Wendy Clery; 2nd Vice-President GFWC/CT 2022-2024 



Reporting Presentation


 
 2:30 pm 

Other Business/Announcements 
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 3:00 pm 

Adjournment 
United by our Diversity!
Please remember that December 15, 2023 is the deadline for clubs to submit proposed by-law changes to the By-Laws Committee to be considered at May Convention. May 17-18, 2024 @ the Guest House Retreat & Conference Center 318 West Main Street  Chester, CT  06412     Thank you!
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GFWC/CT Reservation Form for October 28, 2023
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REGISTRATION DEADLINE:  October 18, 2023 
Registration: $10.00   Luncheon: $35.00    Total: $45.00
Luncheon includes-
Butternut Squash Soup- “BEE” A “SOUPER MEMBER!” –Award winning soup! 
Chicken Piccata, Baked Cod, Pot Roast , Potatoes, Vegetables, Rolls & Dessert. 
Name___________________________________________________________________
Club________________________________________________   District: NC   NW   SE   SW
Any Dietary Restrictions: ____________________________  
GFWC/CT Executive Board Position: ______________________________________________
Are you a 2022-2024 Club President?  Yes____ No_____
No table charge to CSP Chairman or Committee Chairman, however, 
registration is required by deadline above! 
Mail Meeting and Table Registrations to:
 Pam Lerner, 20 Brenton Terrace, Hamden, CT 06518
Contact Info: Phone: 203-281-3090 or pamlern41044@aol.com
Checks made out to GFWC/CT
Half Table $5.00 - Full Table $10.00
Name____________________________________________    Club_____________________________________________
Email____________________________________________
The GFWC Manchester CT Women’s Club has asked to let you know they are getting a table to collect new and or used children’s books for their free little libraries in Manchester.  If you are inclined to bring some please consider this project! 


